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from the nature of the case, represents the majority,
and the leader of the Opposition the minority, the
latter, of course, must be beaten whenever the
subject of the fight is of sufficient importance for
the parties to muster their forces.

Thus we have the curious fact that nearly one-
half of the " Legislature " are not legislators at all,
or only legislators on sufferance and on matters of
no moment. They can neither make laws nor
prevent laws being made. They can, it is true,
talk about them, while they are in the process of
making; but so can anybody else. There was an
Homeric battle-series at Westminster, when the
leaders of the Unionist Opposition raked the Home
Eule Bill with their fire through the long-drawn
days of the Session of 1893. But for all the practical
effect these speeches had on the fortunes of the Bill
in the House of Commons itself, they might as well
have been delivered in a public hall or a college
debating society.

The Unionist orators did not turn votes by their
arguments, nor would Cicero and Demosthenes
have done so under like conditions. It is of the
essence of our existing Parliamentary system, as it
has developed in recent years, that votes are not
turned. A member of Parliament is elected to vote
for a particular Ministry, or to vote against it. He
is the delegate of his constituents, or rather of that
active section of his constituents which assumes the
local management of political affairs. " Your repre-
sentative/' said Burke to the electors of Bristol,
" owes you not his industry only, but his judgment,
and he betrays, instead of serving, you if he sacri-
fices it to vour opinion. I maintained your interests